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Hats Off to Our Past
& Current Vendors
Continuing with my 

focus in this space 
throughout 2026 

on the Business Technol-
ogy Association’s (BTA’s) 
100th anniversary year, it 
is appropriate to take the 
opportunity to thank the 
many vendors that have 
been members of the association through 
the years. They have exhibited at our events, 
advertised in our publications, sponsored 
various association programs and donated 
to our Scholarship Foundation — all dem-
onstrating their support of the association 
and commitment to the dealer channel.

In the May issue of Office Technology I 
wrote about the association’s first maga-
zine, launched in November 1938. There are 
only two vendor ads in that inaugural issue. 
One was placed by the U.S. Typewriter Rib-
bon Manufacturing Company. The ad pro-
vided a mailing address, encouraging read-
ers to write “for free samples” and a “Dealer’s 
Price List.” The other ad, appearing on the 
back cover, featured a full-page illustration 
of Santa Claus with seven words: “Watch for 
Royal’s Extra Special Christmas Material.”

The November 1938 issue does include a 
few articles about vendors. Some of the head-
lines: “Speed-O-Print Presents New Duplica-
tor,” “Underwood Introduces New Models” 
and “Sherman-Mason Opens New Factory.” 
We know duplicators and that Underwood 
made typewriters, but who remembers Sher-
man-Mason? The ad says the company made 
“tubular stands” for business machines.

Fast forward 48 years to the January 1987 
issue, featuring the first article I wrote for 
the association. The full-page ad on the back 
cover: ibico, makers of the ibimatic bind-
ing machine. Other advertisers include: 
Olympus, featuring its Pearlcorder Micro-
cassette Systems; Swintec, promoting its 

electronic typewriters; and Pilot, promot-
ing its printer and typewriter ribbons.

In my early days at the association, we 
had several typewriter vendor members; 
I met with some of their executives at our 
NOMDA Conventions. I do remember Swin-
tec (the January 1987 advertiser). Other 
typewriter-only vendors exhibiting at the 
first convention I attended: Adler-Royal, 
Olivetti, Silver-Reed and Smith Corona. 
(For those of you under 40 years of age or 
so: Typewriters used to be a big deal.)

Fast forward to the present. Hats off to our 
vendor members for their support of the as-
sociation and the channel, following in the 
tradition of the many vendors that paved 
the way through the decades. Today’s BTA 
vendor members: ACDI, Actionable Intelli-
gence, AgentDealer, AMETEK ESP, ARCOA 
Group, Avaniko Technologies, Avision Labs, 
CEO Juice, CET USA, Clover Imaging Group, 
ConnectWise, Crexendo, Culligan Quench 
USA, Dealer Site Builder, Distribution Man-
agement, DLL, DocuWare, DXone, ECI, eco-
printQ, eGoldFax, EKM/Predictive InSight, 
ELATEC, Epson America, Evolved Office, 
First Citizens Bank, FlexPoint, FMD Distri-
bution, FP, Fujifilm, Global Payments, Great-
America, HP, Hytec, Image Star, Impression 
Solutions, International Imaging Technology 
Council, In Time Tec, in2communications, 
Industry Analysts, Intermedia, Katun, Key-
point Intelligence, Konica Minolta, Kyocera, 
LEAF Commercial Capital, Lumana, Mars 
International, Miracle Service, Moving Of-
fice Equipment, MPS Monitor, MyQ, NA 
Trading and Technology, NEXERA, Noetics, 
Nuworld Business Systems, Oracle NetSuite, 
PEAC Solutions, PFU America, Polek & Polek, 
PrintReleaf, Ricoh, RISO, SalesChain, Sharp, 
Source Technologies, Square 9, Static Con-
trol, TAG, TD SYNNEX, Toshiba, TTR Ship-
ping, Wells Fargo, Xerox, Y Soft and Zultys. n

— Brent Hoskins

FLASHBACK

The association’s magazine cover 76 years ago this month 
— the NOMDA Spokesman, June 1950.
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